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Kendal Wills work to a fixed price menu of 
services so you know where you are at the start, 
so there are no nasty surprises. The prices are 
always kept highly competitive, and include free 
home visits, up to a 50 mile radius of Kendal. The 
company is not VAT registered and so this saves 
20% on the final bill. If you require something 
more complicated than normal, we will advise 
you of the price before work commences. 
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“Mr Rodman was so easy to talk to, very 
understanding and I felt I had all the time 
I needed to discuss with him making my 
Will, I never felt rushed. I now have a Will 
and Trust in place which has given me 
peace of mind.”

Mrs J F Kendal
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WHY WOULD YOU BUY YOUR FUNERAL 
PLAN BEFORE YOU DIE?
This is a good question. Below I have given  
five of the reasons:

1)   You get to decide yourself exactly what 
you want by giving your instructions.

2)   Funerals tend to be cheaper when bought 
before the time of need.

3)  You save your family having to pay.

4)   If you have any unusual requests these  
can be sorted out in advance.

5)   You have peace of mind everything will 
be sorted out without any problems or 
disagreements.

In addition to the above reasons, there are 
companies who will allow you to spread the cost 
of the funeral, by paying in instalments, making 
the cost less painful! So how much does a pre-
paid funeral plan cost? Typically between £1,700 
and £4,000. The cheapest plans, sometimes 
known as direct to crematorium offer good value, 
but may not have a funeral service that the family 
can attend, as they may not be organised by a 
local funeral director. 

 
This is a question people often ask. It might help 
to consider the history of these documents and 
what they do.

Enduring Powers of Attorney’s have been around 
for a long time. They are a legal document giving 
your Attorneys the power to deal with your 
affairs if you lose mental capacity. They deal with 
matters such as the sale of property and making 
investments. They can only be used, when a 
person has lost mental capacity. They need to 
be registered with the Office of Public Guardian 
before they can be used.

In October 2007 Lasting Powers of Attorneys 
were introduced. There are two distinct types. 
Firstly, one called Finance and Property. This is 
similar to the old Enduring Power of Attorney. 
The new documents have a “Certificate Provider” 
to oversee what has gone on. They can also be 
used if a person is incapacitated but has not 
lost mental capacity. For example, if you are in 
hospital for a long time. The documents should 
be registered straight away, after signing,  
rather than waiting until the need arises. 

A disadvantage with the old documents was 
that it is sometimes difficult to know if a person 
has mental capacity or not. It may need a 
medical professional to decide. 

The government also introduced a second type 
of Lasting Power of attorney called “Health and 
Welfare”. These are concerned with a person’s 
medical treatment, and care, after they have lost 
mental capacity. Questions can often arise, that 
you might ask a person, but cannot, for example 
if they have suffered a stroke or dementia. 
Common examples could be “Should we 
operate?” if a person needs 
an operation, but their 
health is not good. 
Another is “Where 
should I live?” for 
example this might 
be at home, or 
alternatively in a care 
home. If attorneys 
have been appointed 
they can legally  
make such  
decision.

IF I HAVE AN ENDURING POWER  
OF ATTORNEY, DO I NEED TO TAKE OUT 
LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY?
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Expect to pay around £3,000 for a straight-
forward cremation organised by a local funeral 
director. Burials tend to be slightly more 
expensive.

Some people ask, why can’t I just go to my local 
funeral director, and buy a funeral from them? 
Well generally, you can, but it is important the 
money you pay goes into a secure fund. This 
is because you don’t want to lose your money 
if the funeral director goes bust. The Funeral 
Planning Authority regulates companies who 
offer pre-paid funeral plans. If you are looking 
for such a plan, I would recommend you stay 
with their member companies. Kendal Wills  
deal with three such companies.

Top Secret! We sell prepaid funeral plans

Making a Will is best done with full mental 
capacity, when in good health. We have all 
seen films where people make a Will when very 
old or ill, often on their death bed, but that is 
Hollywood not Kendal.

The idea that you leave making a Will, until you 
are old, with poor life expectancy isn’t very wise. 
There are some problems with this. Firstly, you 
could die unexpectedly in an accident. Secondly, 
there is the problem of losing mental capacity, 
so you are no longer able to write a Will at all.

Sadly, there are situations when a person is 
made aware they may not have long to live. 
Typically, this will be because a doctor or other 
medical professional has advised them, or 
they might not feel very well. If they instruct a 
solicitor or Will writer, this can mean that the 
Will has to be written in a hurry. Typically the 
process of taking instructions, preparing the 
document, sending out a draft, making final 
changes will take 2-4 weeks. By rushing the 
process, it is more likely mistakes will be made, 
or information forgotten. If the person making 
the Will is unwell, it is more difficult for them  
to attend an office in a town centre. 

They may also be on medication to relieve pain 
that could affect their judgement. This could 
lead to questions being asked about their mental 
state after their death.

Finally, because of the pressure to get the Will 
finalised quickly, there is a real danger that the 
signing and attestation process is not followed 
correctly, as it would be normally.

These problems could mean ultimately, the Will 
is brought into question, and it may not be valid 
at all, so the person has no Will. In other cases, 
they might not survive long enough to conclude 
everything, with the same outcome.

THINKING OF WRITING A WILL, PLEASE 
DON’T LEAVE IT TOO LATE!

From experience writing Wills I have found two 
types of situation where people might want to 
benefit a charity in their Will. I have detailed 
these below:

1) People with little or no family. We all know 
someone, with no child, perhaps, who has never 
married. They may have little contact with any 
family member. Often, they will know of family 
members. These may be cousins or nephews or 
nieces, however, they may not know them well 
enough, or like them enough, to leave them their 
estate on death. Such people may well consider 
leaving their estate to charities in their Will. 

If we consider a typical estate of £300,000 
to be left to charities our testator (the person 
making the Will) could benefit ten charities with 
£30,000 each. They may feel this is too much 
to give to an individual charity. If they benefit 
twenty charities, the amount each would be 
£15,000. In some cases, they may need help in 
choosing the charities, or the type of charity.

2) The second type of situation is where a 
person has family who will benefit, but they 
have an interest in a charity or charities and 
they decide they would like to also benefit these 
as well. In this second situation, the gifts may 
typically be smaller than in the first but they will 
still be appreciated by the named charity.

In the first example, the testator may require 
assistance in deciding which charities to choose. 
There are people who can help. Firstly, they will 
need to write a Will and we can assist with this. 
There are also local charities, which specialise 
in making gifts to good causes in their region, 
which can be very helpful in situations like this.

Finally, a further benefit of such gifts, if they are 
going to a registered charity, is that they pass 
out of the estate free of inheritance tax. This tax 
is applied to estates over £325,000 in value, at 
the rate of 40% on the excess.

Since it was founded 21 years ago, Cumbria 
Community Foundation has given grants of 
over £50 million to causes across Cumbria to 
address disadvantage in our communities. Those 
grants are funded by generous individuals and 
companies who have set up grant making funds 
or made direct donations to the Foundation.

Using your Will to set up a grant making fund 
with the Foundation is a tax efficient way of 
ensuring your legacy will benefit Cumbria and 
Cumbrians in perpetuity. Options are discussed 
in the Foundation’s Guide to Giving which can 
be found at the following link https://www.
cumbriafoundation.org/guide-to-giving/ or 
contact jacqui@cumbriafoundation.org for more 
information.
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